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Il Panegiricaa Traiano di Plinio. “Costrizione alla liberta” eetorica dell’encomio
1.In lode dell'Imperatore

Bruce Gibson
(University of Liverpool)

Trajan the Panegyrist Plinjpaneg69-75
(pagine 249-265)

Abstract: This contribution looks at Pliny’s treatment of jemas role in the senatorial processes for choosing
candidates for office in chapters 69-75 of BemegyricusAlthough Pliny does not emphasise Trajan as atoona his
evocation of Trajan’s excellent qualities at thgihaing of the speech, the account of senatorialnmss does give a
sense of Trajan’s role in promoting and furtherihg careers of those seeking office in Rome. Thcwghs in broad
terms the object of Pliny’s praise across the wispkeech, Pliny in this section of the speech ptssBrjan himself as

a giver of praise. Trajan’s good judgement in teahwhom he praises is matched by his affirmatibRloy as consul

at the end of the speech, and indeed by Pliny’s mhnas a giver of judicious and appropriate gr&sTrajan.
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Francesco Busti
(Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)

«AB IOVE PRINCEPSsTraiano figlio di Giove
(pagine 266-279)

Abstract: When Pliny wrote higanegyri¢ Trajan had already become son of a god folloviiegva’s deification right
after his death. This paper examines Pliny’s suittigtegy to have his reader think of another @ather of Trajan,
ultimate origin of his power as an emperor and prirguarantor of his virtuous behaviour, Jupitengelf.

Keywords:Pliny, Panegyri¢ Trajan, Nerva, Jupiter, Divine Father, Son ofa@(@Herculesltalica.

Clem Wood
(Princeton University, NJ)

Pliny’s paneg82-88 and trajanic Literature and Culture
(pagine 280-289)

Abstract This article offers a close reading of chapt&xs88 of Pliny’sPanegyricusit examines the ways in which the
literary texture and techniques of tRanegyricugeflect and shape the social and political clin@téhe Trajanic age.
It is suggested that Pliny’s portrait of Trajanumconnects to the contemporary discourse of the exgaaf the body
politic after Domitian’s tyranny, as well as tomlis own literary career. This paper also discuserg Pliny presents
Trajan’s wife and sister, Pompeia Plotina and UMarciana, as models for how subjects should imitaé emperor,
the supreme exemplar.
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Anna Maria Cimino
(Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)

Traiano e la predestinazione al trionfo. Appuntr peo studio della semantica trionfale

nel Panegiricadi Plinio il Giovane
(pagine 290-303)



Abstract: A close reading of Pliny the YoungeiPanegyricto Trajan reveals that its discursive structurerisched by
several references to the triumph, even if it walsl lonly afterward, in 102 ce. Through the detectib these features
and the analysis of selected passages of the ltewt| highlight all its details and evidence redat to this kind of
imagery. My main aim is clarifying the way in whithey can interplay with the eulogistic devicesttod discourse.
Hence, | will demonstrate if and how their presealtews the association of the character of Trajahelaudandus-
with those of the gredtiumphatoresof the Roman Republican tradition.
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Silvia Speriani
(Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)

(Corto)circuiti visivi nelPanegiricadi Plinio a Traiano
(pagine 304-320)

Abstract: Pliny’s Panegyricis both a praise and a portrait of the imperiak@q as held and embodied by the figure of
Trajan. In shaping this portrait, Pliny appearp&y specific attention to a crucial feature of Rarpawer-dynamics:
the visual communication. Indeed, on the one hdrafigure of thesivilis princepsthat Pliny is concerned to outline is
constructed through a mutual pattern of social gfage sharp contrast with such secluded imperaasr®omitian,
Trajan’s self-display offers to the spectating camity the possibility to visually mirror and confirhis power. On the
other hand, however, these mutual gazes take piabe imbalance of power that unavoidably infortims relationship
between the emperor and his subordinates: a netdtip where truth and appearance may always overlap

Keywords: Panegyricu®liny the Younger, Social Gaze, Visibility, Spedtasimulatio.

2. Modelli, intertesti, linguaggi

Vincenzo Casapulla
(Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)

«Nihil quale ante dicamusll Panegiricadi Plinio e i suoi modelli
(pagine 323-338)

Abstract In this paper Pliny’'sPanegyricusis compared synoptically with Menander Rhetoratise on basilikos
logos. The analysis focuses primarily on five enizmtic themes developed by Pliny: Trajan’s ethgjditis adoption
by Nerva, his education, free speech under hiqrdigs excellence on all his predecessors. In dpual these five
themes, Pliny proves apparently breaking with theoeniastic conventions described by Menander.

Keywords PanegyricusMenander Rhetohasilikos logosoptimus princepsTrajan

Christopher Whitton
(Emmanuel College, Cambridge)

The Arts of Self-imitation in Plinfand the Date oPanegyricu$
(pagine 339-379)

Abstract: This paper puts Pliny’'Panegyricusnto dialogue with his Epistles, to reveal aburtdseif-imitation on both
the small scale (brief phrases) and the large dthraole lettersepist Il 18, VII 24 and VIII 6). | offer it (1) as aase
study in Pliny’s minute artistry, and (2) as a cimition towards a better understanding of intertakty in Latin
prose; it also (3) suggests that the Panegyricissooapleted several years later than usually thipymgthaps at the
same time agpistlesl-IX

Keywords:Pliny the YoungerPanegyricus, Epistleginitation, Prose Intertextuality



Andrew Feldherr
(Princeton University, NJ)

Out of the PastPliny’s Panegyricusnd Roman Historiography
(pagine 380-411)

Abstract: This article draws attention to the intertextuahiwections between thHeanegyricusand key programmatic
passages from the Roman historians, especiallpitéface to Livy’sAb urbe conditalts first section analyzes how
Pliny’s allusions to these historiographic predsoes contribute to his characterization of Trajapitcipate. In
section two, | argue that Pliny’s evocation of thistoriographic tradition complicates his audiescenderstanding of
the genre of the speech itself through the interfee it creates with the norms of panegyric. Thgswa which Pliny’s
gratiarum actio transcends the limitations of historiography comfithe exceptional nature of both the occasion
reproduced in his speech and of its subject, wtlie continuities with the historical tradition difentiate his
representation of Trajan from the panegyrics ofieaemperors.

Keywords:Pliny, Panegyric Historiography, Exemplarity, Intertextuality, litias, Divinization.

Francesca Econimo
(Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)

Modelli mitico-letterari nella rappresentazione Hetium di Traiano(Plin. paneg81)
(pagine 412-428)

Abstract: This paper focuses on the literary representatiolrajan’s otium (namely hunting and sailing) in Pliny’s
Panegyricus81. While hunting, Trajan undertakes a seriesrehgtasks thereby showing his heroic virtue: iis th
regard, the main model for his portrait is Herackst an in-depth analysis shows that there istwroheroic figure
who seems worthy of being considered in this idmad multi-layered image of the emperor, namely yhang
Achilles. While sailing, instead, Trajan is depiti@s a helmsman steering the ship; his superngioveér of taming
the winds and the waves, in particular, makes himaraan counterpart of marine gods such as AeolddNaptune.

Keywords: Trajan’s otium, Hunting and Sailing, Heroic and Divine Models hetPanegyricus Heracles, Achilles,
Encomiastic Strategies.

Stephen Blair
(Princeton University, NJ)

The Beast in His Den. Tldomus flavieand the Rhetoric of Enclosure in PlinyPanegyricus
(pagine 429-439)

Abstract: This paper examines the handling of tmnus Flaviain the younger Pliny’'®anegyricusBy exploiting the
Palatine setting and Trajan’s own self-cultivatias Hercules, Pliny casts Domitian as another Caand, uses
intertextual resonances with Augustan poetry tdlehge the depiction of the imperial residence iarliél and Statius.

Keywords:Hercules and Cacus, Trajan, Domitian, Pliny the nmr,Panegyricusdomus Flavia

Leonardo Galli
(Universita di Bologna)

Un presunto caso di copulativa con valore disgiumiin Plin paneg44, 8
(pagine 440-444)

Abstract: This note aims at reconsidering the text of Plidgnegyrics 44, 8. An in-depth lexical analysis shows that
the paradosiprout bene ac secus cesisitcorrupted; Bentley suggested to emend aautol support this thesis with
severaloci paralleli.

Keywords:Pliny the YoungerPanegyricusCopulative and Disjunctive Conjunctions, BentlEypendation



3. Leresgestae dell'lmperatore

Roy Gibson
(Durham University)

Pliny on the NilePanegyricug9-32
(pagine 447-467)

Abstract:In Panegyricus 29-32 Pliny deals with the Nile flaas part of his praise for Trajan’s handling & #mnona
(Rome’s grain supply). The relatively weak Nile molation of 99 A.D., and Trajan’s consequent import of griin
Egypt to mitigate crop failures there, are treasdf they were catastrophic events and a longtadaipportunity for
reversing the balance of power between Egypt tippler and Rome the receiver of life-giving graithy? Pliny’s
remarkable expression of hostility towards Egyphjolr stands at the far extreme of his spectrumttiifides to the
Hellenic east, is a reaffirmation of the Augustdramacter of Trajan's rule. Pliny seeks to counter Egyptian
sympathies of the Flavian dynasty, particularlysthof Domitian, by emulating the Actian decade igsichetoric of
Roman victory over the east.

Keywords:Pliny, PanegyricusEgypt, Nile, Domitian.

Marta M. Perilli
(Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)

Traiano custode e correttore del passdta vicesima hereditatiurim Plinio, paneg37-40
(pagine 467-480)

Abstract: This article focuses on Trajan’s overhaul of #imesima hereditatiundiscussed by Pliny ipaneg.37-40. In
Pliny’s view, the inheritance tax breaks familystigenerating a social disruption equivalent tbellum civile By
reforming thevicesimaand granting theognationis iurato his citizens, Trajan is cast as the unifiedisimembered
households and as the guardian of family continitythermore, by cancelling his citizens’ pasttdelbrajan corrects
retroactively the unfair legislation of the pashi§ measure is intended by Pliny as a correctioth@fast itself. Since
not even the gods are able to change the pasanmisagelebrated as superior even to the gods.

Keywords:Pliny, Panegyricus, Trajaricesima hereditatiuinheritance, Family, Past, Civil War.

Edoardo Galfré
(Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)

Deus militaris.Moving Across Imperial Space in PlinfPanegyricus
(pagine 481-493)

Abstract: The article focuses on the section of Brenegyricusabout Trajan’s early career and military virtupar(eg.

12-20). After assessing its relevance within Pkniext itself, | examine the way in which the payréegd represents
Trajan’s power over the space of the empire: thig ipower of a deus militaris who reaches thisustalong his
breathtaking career (1), making it possible to sage future victories (2) and even to revive ewliigicommonplaces

3).

Keywords:Pliny, Trajan, Roman army, Dacian wars, Triumplebehtions, Trajan’s Column

Adalberto Magnavacca
(Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa)

Res gestae optimi Traiariie imprese di Augusto rilette da Plinio il Giovane
(pagine 494-519)

Abstract: This article aims to show the close link betweem rgpresentation of Trajan’s deeds in Pliny the ngmr’s
Panegyricand those of Augustus as described inRbe gesta€elhe analysis, developed through an in-depth nepali
the most relevant passages, defines Trajan’s td@itude towards his model: on the one hand gusam effort to



broaden Augustus’ successes, on the other the riemd® manifest his own self-restraint in contrast the
predecessor’s behaviour. The final section of ttiiele is devoted to Pliny’s treatment of the waaeculum which
powerfully invokes the presence of another Augusiteme: the return of the Golden Age.

Keywords Trajan,PanegyricusAugustusRes gestaesaeculumReturn of the Golden Age, Civil War.



